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(*) indicates it is appropriate to stand as you are able, in body or spirit.
The congregation is invited to read the responsive portions of the service printed in bold.

GATHERING
Prelude      
	                                                                                    
Responsive Call to Worship (Genesis 1a, 20-23)                 Rev. Tom Gomola
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth
God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures,
And let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” 
So God created the great sea monsters
And every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm 
And every winged bird of every kind. 
And God saw that it was good. 
God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply 
And fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 
And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day.

*Hymn GG #32                                            “I Sing the Mighty Power of God”

*Call to Confession 
	Creation displays the glory of God, but our sin keeps us from rejoicing in the love God reveals. Yet Christ Jesus the Son carried our sins to the cross and the Holy Spirit breathes new life into us so that we can praise God, our Maker, Savior, and life-giving Lover. Confident in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, let us confess our sins before God and one another. Please join me the Unison Prayer of Confession, followed by a time for Silent Confession. Let us pray together. 

*Unison Prayer of Confession
Holy One, we stand in need of your forgiveness and healing. We have given up too easily, blamed others for not being just like us, and forgotten that Jesus upends our expectations. You’ve gifted us with talents, and we have failed to use them to serve your world. We want to be your hands and feet, but we have fallen short. Please forgive us our apathy, passivity, and blandness. Help us to move boldly and partner with you to imagine a new path forward for our friends, our enemies, our neighbors, and our world.

*Silent Confession

*Assurance of Forgiveness
	For who is in the power to condemn? Only Christ. And Christ lived for us; Christ died for us; Christ reigns in power for us; Christ prays for us. Friends, believe the good news of the Gospel. In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.  

Please join me in the Affirmation of Faith from A Brief Statement of Faith.

*Affirmation of Faith (A Brief Statement of Faith)
We trust in God, the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the Church. The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, and calls women and men to all ministries of the Church. In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.


THE WORD

Responsive Reading: Psalm 27:1-4
The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?
When evildoers assail me to devour my flesh – 
My adversaries and foes – they shall stumble and fall.
Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear;
Though war rise up against me, yet I will be confident.
One thing I asked of the Lord; this I seek;
To live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life,
To behold the beauty of the Lord, 
And to inquire in God’s temple.

Scripture                              Mark 2:1-12 

Sermon                        “Persistent Creativity”                        Rev. Nikki Cooley
     
*Hymn of Response GG #475             “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”


RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

We Join in God’s Mission in the World                                          Karen Clark
Five Cents a Meal Program
Offertory                                               
*Doxology
*Prayer of Dedication                                                                       Karen Clark
For all that you have given us, we thank you, gracious God. For the goodness of creation, for friendship and forgiveness, and for your Son, who came among us with the gift of life abundant. Let your Holy Spirit abide in our midst and work through our gifts, that all people may have joy and peace, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Service of Installation
Sentences of Scripture (1 Corinthians 12:4-7, 27)          Rev. Teresa Kendall
There are varieties of gifts,
	But it is the same Spirit who gives them.
There are different ways of serving God,
	But it is the same Lord who is served.
God works through each person in a unique way, 
	But it is God’s purpose that is accomplished.
To each is given a gift of the Spirit 
	To be used for the common good.
Together we are the body of Christ,
	And individually members of it.

Statement on Installation
We are all called into the church of Jesus Christ by baptism, and marked as Christ’s own by the Holy Spirit. This is our common calling, to be disciples of Jesus Christ and servants of our servant Lord. Within the community of the church, some are called to particular service assuring that Christ’s ministry continues among us. Through this service God provides for acts of care and compassion in the world, for the ordering and governance of the church, and for the preaching of the Word and celebration of the sacraments.

TERESA:  Representing the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic church, the Holston Presbytery installs Nikki Cooley to the position of Executive Presbyter of Holston Presbytery.

Constitutional Questions
Nikki, you have been called by God through the voice of the church for service and ministry in Jesus’ name. Please answer the questions asked of you at your Ordination to minister of Word and Sacrament.

Do you trust in Jesus Christ your Savior, acknowledge him Lord of all and Head of the Church, and through him believe in one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit? Do you?

Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be, by the Holy Spirit, the unique and authoritative witness to Jesus Christ in the Church universal, and God’s Word to you? Do you?

Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets of the Reformed faith as expressed in the confessions of our church as authentic and reliable expositions of what Scripture leads us to believe and do, and will you be instructed and led by those confessions as you lead the people of God? Do you and will you?

Will you fulfill your ministry in obedience to Jesus Christ, under the authority of Scripture, and be continually guided by our confessions? Will you?

Will you be governed by our church’s polity, and will you abide by its discipline? Will you be a friend among your colleagues in ministry, working with them, subject to the ordering of God’s Word and Spirit? Will you?

Will you in your own life seek to follow the Lord Jesus Christ, love your neighbors, and work for the reconciliation of the world? Will you?

Do you promise to further the peace, unity, and purity of the church? Do you?

Will you pray for and seek to serve the people with energy, intelligence, imagination, and love? Will you?

Will you be a faithful executive presbyter, assisting in relationship building which fosters ministry, be present in and among the churches of Holston Presbytery, lead us in our strategic plan, and in your ministry will you try to show the love and justice of Jesus Christ? Will you? 


COLLIN: Do we, the members of Holston Presbytery, accept Nikki Cooley as Executive Presbyter of this presbytery, chosen by God through the voice of this presbytery to lead us in the way of Jesus Christ? Do we?  WE DO.

Do we agree to pray for her, to encourage her, to respect her decisions, and to follow as she guide us, serving Jesus Christ, who alone is Head of the Church? Do we? WE DO.

Do we promise to pay her fairly and provide for her welfare as she works among us; to stand by her in trouble and share her joys? Do we?  WE DO.

Will we listen to the word she preaches, welcome her pastoral care, and honor her authority as she seeks to honor and obey Jesus Christ our Lord? Will we? WE WILL.

Prayer of Installation                                                Rev. Teresa Kendall
[bookmark: _GoBack]Gracious and eternal God, with joy we give you thanks and praise. Throughout the ages   and in every place   you have chosen servants from among your people to point the way to salvation by your grace.
	We are grateful for ancestors in the faith who followed without fear, placing their trust in you alone – for judges and monarchs who ruled in righteousness and peace; for prophets and apostles who spoke your bold words of mercy and of truth; for leaders and teachers in every age who have nurtured your people in faith and faithfulness.
	Above all, we praise you for Jesus Christ, who came not to be served, but to serve, and to give his life to set others free. Anointed by your Holy Spirit, he proclaimed your reign on earth, revealing your saving love in all he said and 
did.
	Gracious God, we give you thanks for your servant, Nikki. Help her to rely on the gifts of your Spirit and to follow Christ faithfully in her calling as Executive Presbyter. Give her a spirit of truthfulness that she may show the compassion of Christ in the actions of daily living and rightly lead your people. 
	By the gifts of your Holy Spirit empower her to build up the church, to strengthen the common life of your people, and to lead with compassion and vision.
	In the walk of faith and for the work of ministry, give to all your servants gladness and strength, discipline and hope, humility, humor, and courage, and an abiding sense of your presence.
	Holy Spirit, pour out your power and truth upon the whole church, that we may be for you a holy people baptized to serve you in the world. Sustain your church in ministry. Ground us in the gospel, secure our hope in Christ, strengthen our service to the outcast, and increase our love for one another.
	Show us the transforming power of your grace in our life together, that we may be effective servants of the gospel, offering a compelling witness in the world to the good news of Christ Jesus our Lord; in whose name we pray. Amen.
	
Declaration of Installation
Nikki you are installed as Executive Presbyter of Holston Presbytery.
Be faithful and true in your ministry so that your whole life will bear witness to the crucified and risen Christ. And whatever you do, in word and deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God through him. Amen.   

Welcome


THE LORD’S SUPPER

Invitation to the Table                                                           Rev. Nikki Cooley
God will make for all people a feast of rich foods and well-aged wines. The Lord will destroy the shroud that is cast over us; God will swallow up death forever and wipe away every tear.  
	On that day, the people of God will say: This is the Lord, for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in God’s saving love.

The Great Thanksgiving                                                          Rev. Dave Welch
The Lord be with you.
        	And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
      	 We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
      	It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is truly right and our greatest joy to praise you, O God, creator of the universe. In your wisdom, you made all things and sustain them by your power. You formed us in your image to love and serve you and to live in relationship with you. When we rebelled against you, you did not abandon us, but sent prophets to call us back to your way. Then in the fullness of time, you sent your only Son to redeem us and heal our brokenness. 
Therefore ,we join our voices with the choirs of heaven and with all the faithful of every time and place who forever praise your name. 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
Holy God, we thank you for Jesus Christ, your Son. In Jesus, born of Mary, your Word became flesh and moved into the neighborhood, full of grace and truth. He lived as one of us, knowing joy and sorrow. He healed the sick, fed the hungry, welcomed sinners, and proclaimed good news to the poor. Dying on the cross, he gave himself for the life of the world. Rising from the grave, he won for us victory over death. Ascended into heaven, he reigns with you in glory and will come again to make all things new.
Remembering the risen Christ, we take from your creation this bread and wine as we live for the day of his coming. With thanksgiving we offer you now the sacrifice of our lives. Great is the mystery of faith.
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine, that all who receive them may be Christ’s body for the world. By your Spirit make us one with Christ and one another. Take our hearts, our lives, our hands; mold us, change us, and send us out, that we may be your body in the world you so love, for the sake of Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray saying: 
	 
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Words of Institution		         Rev. Nikki Cooley and Rev. Dave Welch

Communion    
There are two stations at which to receive the communion elements. 
Please come up the two center aisles, receive the bread and dip it in the cup, 
and return by the side aisles.

*Prayer after Communion                                                     Rev. Dave Welch
Lord Jesus, we have received your goodness in bread and cup. May we share your goodness with friends and neighbors, that all may know your love, your forgiveness and your grace.  In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

SENDING

*Hymn GG #306 v. 5                                           “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”

*Blessing and Charge                                                         Rev. Nikki Cooley

*Postlude                                

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 



Serving in Worship
Rob Meredith, musician/pianist, First Presbyterian Church, Bristol
Rev. Tom Gomola, New Bethel Presbyterian Church, Piney Flats
Ruling Elder Karen Clark, Watauga Ave Presbyterian Church, Johnson City
Rev. Teresa Kendall, Piney Flats Presbyterian Church, Piney Flats
Rev. Nikki Cooley, Executive Presbyter for Holston Presbytery
Rev. Dave Welch, First Presbyterian Church, Bristol

Liturgies are edited from Book of Order, Book of Common Worship, 
and Feasting on the Word
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